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room for misunderstanding: German troops will be stationed in
a part of France, but German authority will not be substituted for
French.
Now Germany was not to be satisfied with -garrisoning.* She
subjected to her visa the exercise by the French Government of its
power to issue laws and regulations in the occupied zone, and
herself exercised power to issue regulations. She has indeed
maintained the French officials in the greater part of the occupied
zone, but has brought them under her control. And she has in
fact joined Alsace and Lorraine to her own territory. - Of the line
of demarcation she has made an actual frontier, not a simple
indication of the points her troops were not to go beyond.
Did Petain know all this when he signed the armistice? The
clauses providing that Germany should exercise the rights of an
occupying Power and that nothing should be allowed to leave the
occupied zone without her authorization make it impossible to
doubt it. Accordingly, he knowingly deceived the people of
France. Unless indeed the practical scope of such stipulations
was revealed to him only in the sequel. In that case he was
deceived. But a Government with full absolute powers has no
right to be mistaken.
Events have proved how well founded were the fears of
Mr Churchill when he declared on June 22:
His Majesty's Government have heard with grief and amazement
that the terms dictated by the Germans have been accepted by the
French Government at Bordeaux, They cannot feel that such, or
similar terms, could have been submitted to by any French Govern-
ment which possessed freedom, independence, and constitutional
authority.
Such terms, if accepted by all Frenchmen, would place not only
France, but the French Empire entirely at the mercy and in the
power of the German and Italian Dictators. Not only would the
French people be held down and forced to work against their ally,
not only would the soil of France be used with the approval of the
Bordeaux Government as the means of attacking their ally, but the
whole resources of the French Empire and of the French Navy would
speedily pass into the hands of the adversary for the fulfilment of
his purpose.
Of these apprehensions only one has not yet been realized:
the employment of the French fleet by the Axis Powers* And this
is what these Powers, after letting loose a civil war between
Frenchmen in Syria, are striving to-day to secure. The most
important of the German demands in December 1941 relates to the
use of French warships to convoy German or Italian troopships
and cargo steamers.